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Itinerary 

 
 

 
Thursday  05 March 2015     

 
The group arrived at Kota Kinabalu International Airport at 22:00, two hours later than scheduled, 

into the welcoming arms of our guide, Osman, and myself.   A quick exchange of currency at the airport 
followed and off we went for a short drive to a centrally located hotel.  It was a hot and sticky night, so 
some of us were happy to go straight to our rooms for a well deserved rest, whereas others, as we found 
out the next morning, went for a short stroll around the neighbouring shops.    

 
 

 
 

Friday 06/03/15    
 

We had our breakfast at 7:00 am, and although it sounds like a very civilised hour, our body needed 
some time to adjust to the eight hour difference between here and home.  A mixture of European and 
Chinese-style dishes were served and so we had a selection of savoury and sweet dishes filling up our 
plates.  We were moving to another hotel today, so after packing luggage in a minibus, we were ready to 
leave at 8:00 am.   

Our first stop was at a colony of a Rufous Night Heron and Great Egret, on the periphery of Kota 
Kinabalu.   Both species nested side by side on the trees and gave us good views.  A closer view at the 
complex of stilt houses produced an Asian Glossy Starling, Yellow-vented Bulbul, Tree Sparrow, Cattle 
Egret and a controversial Striated Heron.   

We headed for the Crocker Range National Park and as soon as we gained some height, spectacular 
scenery unfolded.  The slopes of the mountains were covered in the tropical natural forest with tree ferns, 
Ginger shrubs and Showy Asian Grapes Medinilla speciosa on both sides of the road.   

A brief stop by the side of the road was very productive and soon we had under our belt Chestnut-
crested Yuhina, Black-and-white Flycatcher, Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush and Grey-chinned 
Minivet.  A very localised and a speciality here, the Sunda Bush Warbler showed very well and we could 
hear Sunda Laughingthrush singing away, but we failed to see it.  As we headed for the minibus, Blyth’s 
Hawk-Eagle soared high in the sky.  Here, butterflies showed up well, but proved to be difficult to 
photograph.    
 We stopped at the Tambunan Rafflesia Centre, where a Bornean Barbet was singing its heart out but 
failed to show up.  Doug though managed to get a shot of a Mountain Barbet a while later.  We were told 

that a Rafflesia pricei, one of the smaller species of Rafflesia, was in its 
fifth day of bloom, but a distance away from a centre.  But, first we 
visited a Rafflesia center where models of Rafflesia were on display with 
a detailed description of their reproduction cycle.  Doug was the last one 
to enter the display and suddenly appeared at the entrance very confused 
and with the hands on his hips, he asked in stern voice: “where is this 
Raflessia we are suppose to photograph?” Moments like this always 
produce great laughter!   
 Rafflesia pricei was in a special protected reserve and soon with a 
guide we were on our way to see it.  At first, the walk was in open terrain, 
where we managed to see an Ashy Drongo posing on the top of a tree.  
But, soon we entered a steep, well 
designed path in a dense rainforest.  It 
was here that Gordonia excelsa was 
found AT LAST!   
 A slightly steeper and off the path 
climb followed, which eventually led us to a Rafflesia.  We were all 
excited at the sight of this unusual plant and took pictures of it from all 
possible angles. 

Day 1 

Day 2 
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 We walked along the road where a Whitehead’s Spiderhunter and Asian Brown Flycatcher were seen 
well and Ochraceous Bulbul was briefly spotted from the bus.  Further, we stopped again by the side of 
the road where a gorgeous looking Long-tailed Broadbill flew across and then straight to its nest, to our 
utter delight. 
  We continued our journey and stopped for lunch in a small Chinese restaurant at Tambunan, where 
we enjoyed delicious food and mixed with locals. 
 Another stop at the petrol station generated more birds, including White-breasted Woodswallow, Tree 
Sparrow, Yellow-vented Bulbul and Zebra Dove. 

 

 A spectacular view over the Mount Kinabalu (4,095 m) emerged from the clouds and we stopped to 
photograph it. 
  
 We reached Kinabalu National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2000, in the late afternoon.  
The park has a wide range of habitats, from rich tropical lowland rainforest to mountain and sub-alpine 
forests and scrub vegetation on the higher elevations.  A quick walk along the road towards the 
headquarters, however, produced only Black-capped White-eye.  Birds were quiet and so, we descended 
to our lodge and accommodation for the next three nights.  From the balconies of our rooms, a gorgeous 
view over the Mount Kinabalu unfolded in front of us.  What a treat! 
 An hour later we gathered for dinner at the resort’s restaurant and enjoyed a feast of seven Chinese 
dishes.  The “boys” were pleasantly surprised when after initial shock of no beer on the premises, four 
cans quickly crystallised on the table.    

Rafflesia is widely known as the world’s largest flower, but in fact it is a genus comprising 16 known 
species confined to Borneo, Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Java and Sumatra. The best known 
of these species is Rafflesia arnoldii, which the largest of them all, reaching a diameter of about to 95cm (3 
feet) and weighing up to 9 kilos (20 lbs).  

The Rafflesia flower is unique because it is parasitic and the only visible part of the plant is a single 
flower that has no leaves, stems or roots.  The Tetrastigma vine is its host and the parasitic Rafflesia derives 
its nourishment by sending thread-like filaments into it.  

The cabbage like bud of the Rafflesia lies 'dormant' for up to 16 months before blooming. A bud begins 
to uncurl at night, although the process may take between 12 to 48 hours to complete.  

During the short blooming period, which lasts only a few days, the flowers have to be pollinated.  For 
pollination to occur successfully both male and female flowers must be in bloom simultaneously and in the 
same area.  Rafflesia’s only known pollinators are Blue Bottles and Carrion Flies.  They are attracted by the 
sight of the bloom and its smell, resembling rotting flesh.  

From this point, the clock is ticking for the next generation of Rafflesias, as after just 3 to 10 days the 
bloom, the Rafflesia begins to deteriorate, turning from red and cream to dark brown and black, before 
collapsing into a black slimy mass.  

The genus Rafflesia gets its name from Sir Stamford Raffles (the founder of the British colony of 
Singapore in 1819), who first came across this fabulous flower. At the time Stamford was the Governor of 
Sumatra. He was riding on horseback, crossing the jungle-clad mountainous Sumatra with Dr Joseph 
Arnold, when the pair chanced on a bloom. A born naturalist, Raffles immediately took note of the flower 
which came to be named Rafflesia arnoldi, after the two intrepid explorers. 
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Saturday  07/03/15 
 
  We were on the bus at a crack of down at 5:45 am and as soon as Anne appeared on the bus, we sang 
“Happy Birthday” for her.   
   We headed straight for the Timpohon Gate in the Kinabalu National Park and quickly reached a 
height of 1866 m.   At the top, behind the power station, we had Bornean Treepie, but despite Osman’s 
persistent luring, Taiga Flycatcher failed to show up.  Instead, we had good views of Grey-throated 
Babbler, Mountain Leaf-Warbler, Bornean Flowerpecker  and a brightly coloured Temminck’s Sunbird. 

Lower down, at a viewing platform, a Jentink’s Squirrel, mistaken initially for the shrew, generated 
some excitement.  Endemic and a speciality, a Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush and Bornean Whistling-
Thrush were also seen here. 
 We then undertook a walk along the road, where Sunda Laughingthrush was seen at last and some of 
us managed to get a glimpse of the Chrimson-breasted Partridge.  A brightly coloured Golden-napped 
Barbet was seen high in the canopy a by a few of us and the Sunda Bush Warbler, was playing hide and 
seek with us again. 
 Further down, an Ashy Drongo was seen and Golden-naped Barbet put on another show for us.  A 
Bornean Black-banded Squirrel ran across the road.  A commotion in the trees prompted us to investigate 
it and soon we were looking at a Grey-throated Babbler and Yellow-breasted Warbler. Unexpectedly, a 
Black Eagle flew across the sky and Chestnut-crested Yuhina and Little Cuckoo Dove were spotted here 
too.  Bornean Swftlets were circling above us in the sky and a while later Osman showed us their nests 
attached to the rocks. 
 So far, we managed quite well without a breakfast, but we had to have a break, so we headed for a 
restaurant outside the park.  After breakfast, we returned to the Kinabalu Park and undertook the 
Bukitular Trail.  Suzanne opted to stay behind and soon Bill and myself joined her on the bus.  The rest of 
the group emerged over an hour later satisfied with views of our first Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher and 
Mountain Imperial Pigeon.  An unidentified skink also crossed their path.   
  Reunited, we proceeded to the headquarters of the park and very quickly discovered a gift shop 
where a few of us had the opportunity to spend some money.   
  We undertook the Silau Silau trail afterwards and right at the beginning of our walk we were greeted 
by a Sunda Laughingthrush, Short-tailed Green Magpie and another Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher.  A 
Bornean Forktail appeared briefly as it flew ahead of us along the river.  The Silau Silau trail then joined 
the Liwagu trail, which we followed, but apart from a Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush, Chestnut-crested 
Yuhina and checker-crested Woodpecker, we did not see anything else.  On the main road an Ochraceous 
Bulbul showed briefly. 
 Lunch was taken at a nearby resort, where we enjoyed another six 
magnificent Chinese dishes.   At the entrance to the resort, our attention 
was drawn to quite a number of attractive moths on the wall (Cyana 
perornata on the right).   
 We then returned to our lodge for a little siesta.  The early morning start 
to the day and jet-lag hit some of us and so only four of us were ready to 
undertake afternoon birding.  We departed at 15:15 and headed for the 
Kinabalu Park again.  Birding along the side of the road produced a Bornean Treepie, spotted by 

Margaret, and a Chrimson-headed Partridge was briefly seen amongst the trees.   
 A quick visit to the Lewanga restaurant at the park’s headquarters was 
successful, because, apart from having a nice cup of coffee, we saw our first 
Mountain Tailorbird.  The view from the terrace over the canopies of the 
surrounding trees was great, but there was obvious lack of bird activity, so after a 
short visit to the gift shop, we were ready to come back to the lodge. 
 Our evening dinner was eventful today, because we celebrated Anne’s 
birthday.  The local rice wine, tasted like dry sherry and was not an immediate 
hit with everybody.   
 The chocolate cake though, made especially for Anne, was scoffed very 
quickly by us all. 

 Neil, once again, was entertained by a “serenading” Reddish Scopes-Owl while the rest of us retired to 
our beds.     

Day 3 
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Sunday   08/03/15   

 
A “late” breakfast at a leisurely 6:30 am was welcomed by us all and soon after, we were on our way 

to see the most anticipated Pitcher plants. 
It was a lovely sunny and crisp morning, so when Mount Kinabalu emerged in front of us in the 

distance, a stop was imminent for yet another memorable picture.  En route, the electrical wires and 
nearby shrubs hosted up to four Olive-backed Sunbirds, a few Barn Swallows and Tree Sparrows, two 
Long-tailed Shrikes and a Lesser Coucal. 

We only could take the minibus to a certain elevation, so an uphill walk to Mesilau Park’s 
headquarters followed.  As we ascended, two lovely endemics showed well again, the Chestnut-hooded 
Laughingthrush and Bornean Whistling Thrush.  The area was teaming with birds and soon we were 
looking at Grey Wagtail, Mugimaki Flycatcher, Pale-faced Bulbul, Little Cuckoo-Dove and Grey-
chinned Minivet.  Bornean Swiftlets dotted the sky above us and Golden-naped Barbet was singing its 
heart out in the thick bushes (seen only by some).      

As we waited for the headquarters to open and get our permits to undertake the trail, we were 
entertained by the group of local young tourists, who had a real joy in taking their selfies and soon 
involved us in posing for the photos too.  

The most localised Mountain Black-eye was searched for here and, although, we all saw some 
movement in the foliage, only Doug and Neil were lucky to confirm the sighting of the bird.  
Ochraceous Bulbul though showed off well here and Margaret managed to see a treeshew.   

Our walk to the Picher plants began through thick forest, where seeing birds proved to be difficult.  
However, a few of us had quick glimpses of some specialities such as White-browed Shortwing, Bornean 
Stubtail, White-throated Fantail (seen only once on this trip) and an illusive Snowy-browed Flycatcher 
was heard by the majority, but seen only by a few. 

When we eventually, came out of the forest, a spectacular view stretched over the forest, hills and 
Mount Kinabalu itself.  Before we ascended a truly steep hillside, we came across our first pitcher plant, 
the Nepenthes burbidgeae.   

 
Further up, we encountered another species, Nepenthes tentaculata, and finally at the very top, the 

most famous of them all, the giant Nepenthes rajah, was admired.  Here, Osman also pointed to us the 
world’s smallest orchids of the genus Podochilus.  

After taking numerous pictures from all possible angles, we finally descended to the car park and 
soon after, we were back on the road again.    

Day 4 

The digestive system of many pitchers breaks down if too many prey is caught.  Some Nepenthes 
species, such as N. bicalcarata for instance, has overcome this by allowing its tendrils be colonised by 
a species of ant Camponotus schmitzi, which lives nowhere else.  To feed, the ants climb into the 
pitcher and swim inside the fluid.  There, they locate large items of prey and haul them out of the 
pitcher fluid to eat.  Once they finish feeding, the remains are allowed to drop back into the fluid.  As 
these ants remove only big prey items, their behaviour does not affect food supply for the pitcher 
plant, but only ensures that individual pitchers do not become overloaded with prey.   
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 We stopped briefly by the side of the road where some of us were tempted to our first bargain buys 

and Osman bought a supply of fruit for us, including langsat.  Only some of us were familiar with this 
fruit, which became an instant hit with us all. 

 

 
We headed now to Kota Belud on the coast, but first we stopped for lunch.  We decided to have a 

light lunch of Soto Ayam, a Malaysian version of chicken/beef soup, brightened by fresh turmeric, other 
herbs, and skinny rice noodles.  It was accompanied by roti, Indian flat bread made from stoneground 
wholemeal flour, which we watched with admiration as it was prepared skilfully in front of us.   

Just over an hour later, we arrived at extensive rice fields of Kota 
Belud, filled with numerous waders and waterfowl.  Wood Sandpipers, 
Black-winged Stilts, Long-toed Stints, Greenshanks, Marsh Sandpipers, 
Common Sandpipers, Pacific Golden Plovers were all present in good 
numbers, but Oriental Pratincoles were the favourite.  Little, Great 
White and Eastern Cattle Egrets were all abundant, but amongst them 
the Javan Pond Heron and Little Bittern were the stars of the show.  A 
Buff-banded Rail caused the most commotion, but unfortunately not 
everybody managed to see it.  On the way out, Black-winged and 
Brahminy Kites were seen and a large Monitor Lizard crossed our path.   

Collared Kingfishers and Crimson Sunbirds were the most notable species en route.  Just before we 
reached our lodge, we stopped briefly to take pictures of the hillside terraces which formed a picturesque 
landscape.    

Dinner at 19:00 followed.  This was our last night at the lodge, so it was also time to sort out the bills 
and say farewell to the staff.   

 
The bird inventory revealed that 60 species were recorded today.    
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  09/03/15   
 
We left at 6:00 am this morning and headed straight for the Poring Hot Springs, on the southern 

boundary of the Kinabalu Park.  At 550 m, it is the lowest elevation of the park.   
Here, after being amused by a network of bath tabs, we entered the forest, but birding proved to be 

rather challenging.  We realised by now though that birding in Borneo is about the quality, not the 
quantity.  Here, we had Indian Cuckoo and Ashy Tailor-bird calling, but they remained illusive.  By the 
time we reached Kipungit Waterfall, we only had a glimpse of a Buff-rumped Woodpecker.   

At the falls, it took us a while to locate the Yellow-bellied Bulbul and some of us had a prolonged 
view of it.  Gradually, birds started to emerge and Chestnut-rumped Babbler, Dark-throated Oriole and 
Grey-headed Babbler were seen by some.   

As we descended, a Plain Pygmy Squirrel ran along the trunk of the tree and later some butterflies, 
Pill Millipede, dragonflies and finally Prevost’s Squirrel all attracted 
our undivided attention.  

Breakfast was consumed on the veranda of a Chinese restaurant, 
where coffee, followed by watermelon juice, were both particularly 
memorable.  

Our next stop was the Vivian garden, a community run garden, 
where Rafflesia keethii was on display.  This was much bigger 
specimen with a diameter of at least 80 cm.  There were also some 
buds which probably needed just a few days to open, so it was good 
to see the different stages of development of this unique plant.  A lot 

Day 5 

Langsat or lanzones is a fruit of the Lansium parasiticum tree from family Meliaceae and 
originates from western Southeast Asia.   They bear small oval leathery fruits with 5/6 segments of 
fragrant translucent, juicy flesh of sweet sour flavour.   
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of trees were labelled, and so we had an enjoyable walk recognising a lot of trees and shrubs seen before.      
We then undertook a long journey to the eastern coast of Sabah.  A stop for lunch in a restaurant by 

the side of the road broke up our journey, but soon we pressed on again.    
The route took us now through endless oil palm plantations which stretched on both sides of the road 

and as far as we could see.  We made a quick stop to take some pictures of this immense landscape and it 
was here that our first Dollarbird posed for us in the distance.  A Brahminy Kite also appeared briefly 
overhead. 

It was a hot day, but this did not deter us from having another stop and a walk along the road a while 
later, where the surrounding forest hosted Crimson Sunbird, Yellow-vented Bulbul and two species of 
monkey: the Long-tailed Macaque, seen by Neil, and Red Leaf Monkey, seen by Margaret and Anne.  A 
plethora of butterflies put on a display for us as well. 

As we drove further, we picked up Collared Kingfishers, Crested Mynas and Zebra Doves, all 
perching on the wires. 

We reached our resort at 16:30 and after briefing, we parted to our chalets.  The resort was located 
around a lake and a network of boardwalks connected all the chalets.  It was a truly fascinating setting 
and some of us explored it in the afternoon with successful sightings of Red-rumped Swalllow, Black 
Hornbill, Silver-rumped Needletail and Streaked Bulbul.  

At 17:45, we gathered again and proceeded for a night walk to the world famous Kabili-Sepilok 
Forest Reserve.  We had a very good start to the walk, when a 
magnificent White-fronted Falconet was spotted by one of the 
guides.  White-crowned Shama and Dollarbird were also seen 
before darkness settled in.  We could just make out the 
silhouettes of the flying squirrels making their ways through the 
distant trees.  Much closer encounters with wildlife were possible 
on our boardwalk, where the guides were pointing to us a 
number of interesting creatures, including two Wigler’s Pit 
Vipers Tropidolaemus wagleri (a venomous pit viper native to 
Southeast Asia), two species of stick insect, a tree frog, a huge 
spider and a pair of two the cutest Rufous-backed Kingfishers. 

Our lavish 5-course dinner was on offer later that night, but 
none of us could manage such feast and we opted for more 
delicate choices.   

A quick inventory of the check-list revealed that 39 species of birds were recorded today, with just 
over half new species not seen before.  

   
 
 
Tuesday  10/03/15  

 
 At 5:50 am, we were ready for an exciting visit to the famous canopy walkway at the Sepilok 
Rainforest Discovery Centre. A short drive brought us to an impressive steel structure 28 m above the 
ground, which offered an expansive view over the spectacular rainforest.  Species recorded here included 
Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Ashy Tailorbird, Thick-billed Spiderhunter, Cream-vented Bulbul and 
White-bellied Woodpecker.  
 We stayed for a while on a viewing tower, which was a great vantage point over the forest.  Here, we 
were entertained for a while by a flock of two species of hornbills, Bushy-crested and Black, which 
foraged and interacted with each other very well.  The Provost’s Squirrel, a prominently black 
subspecies, put on a show for us.  As we walked back a Giant Squirrel obliged us by posing for some 
pictures. 
 

Day 6 
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 At the exit, by a small lake, we had some more excitement with our first Stork-billed Kingfisher 
showing off briefly.  Some of us also saw a Black-and-red Broadbill, Green Iora, Raffles’s Malkoha and 
one of the flying squirrels showed off briefly.  
   We returned for a most deserved breakfast at 8:30 am and, by 10:00 am, we were ready for some more 
action.  The majority of us opted to go back to the Rainforest Discovery Centre for the feeding time of the 
rehabilitated Orang-utans.  The rehabilitated Orang-utans roam the surrounding jungle, but know exactly 
when feeding time is and have their body clock well tuned to those free bananas.  As we reached the 
feeding platform, some young Orang-utans were already present, moving along the ropes and we spent 
some time observing their interactions.  As the feeding time approached, more Orang-utans appeared, 
reaching a total number of about six.  A wild adult Orang-utan 
and Pig-tailed Macaque also joined the feast.  A bonus was a 
pair of Crimson-winged Woodpeckers which flew across 
briefly and perched on a nearby tree.   
 As the feeding frenzy came to a close, we undertook a 
boardwalk back to the exit, where a young Orang-utan decided 
to join us and accompanied us along the boardwalk for a while, 
to our total amusement.   
 After finishing off packing, we met up again at the restaurant 
overlooking our lodge and the lake.  A light breeze on the 
terrace, a lovely view and tasty sandwiches, followed by a 
delightful desert, created an ambience and was voted by us all 

as the best lunch of the trip so far.   
  We stopped briefly in Sandakan to get those most 
important stamps before arriving to the harbour for a boat ride 
to our next lodge.  Here, we said good-bye to Osman and met 
our new guide, Hamit.   
  The boat ride took us first across the sea, but as we entered 
the Kinabatangan River the sightings of wildlife became more 
prominent.  The idea however was to reach the lodge as soon 
as possible, so the stops were few and far apart.  
 Our first excitement though was generated by a Proboscis 
Monkey, camouflaged well in the foliage of the mangroves.  
The journey took over two hours and our patience was 
rewarded with more sightings of Proboscis Monkeys, our first 
Lesser Adjutant, Glossy Swiftlets, Wreathed Hornbill and 
more Brahminy Kites.    
  Our lodge was conveniently situated on the bank of the 
Kinabatangan River and in the middle of the precious rainforest.  We were welcomed by very friendly 
staff and after refreshing drinks and briefing, which included demonstration of how to wear 
complimentary sarongs, we parted to our rooms.       
 There was not much time to reminiscence, because at 17:00, we gathered at the jetty again for an 
afternoon boat trip along the river.  At the jetty, a House Swallow and Rufous-tailed Tailorbird appeared 
briefly.   

  
The boat ride was very 
eventful and, although lasted 
only an hour, we were 
pleased with what we saw:  a 
few Blue-throated Bee-eaters, 
three Darters, two Crested 
Serpent-Eagles, Crested 
Goshawk, Storm’s Stork, 
Stork-billed Kingfisher, 
Whiskered Tern, an Imperial 

Pigeon and two, our first and most sought after, Rhinoceros Hornbills.   A few Long-tailed Macaques 
were playful on the bank of the river, three independent groups of Proboscis Monkeys were foraging on 
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tops of trees, a Water Monitor basked in the sun and a small Estuarine Crocodile drifted in the water on a 
piece of wood.   
 
  Our lovely dinner at 19:00 concluded this rather eventful day.  The setting was wonderful; we were 
dining on open decking overlooking the river, with most helpful and cheerful staff, who was ready to 
fulfil all our requests and demands.  To mark the occasion and the generosity of the lodge, we all wore 
our sarongs for dinner, except Doug and Gordon, which had its consequences the next day.  Some of us 
though needed an extra hand to wear the sarong in a dignified way!   
  
  Altogether, we saw 59 species of birds today.   
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday  11/03/15     

 
The location of our lodge was superb and offered a rare comfort in the middle of the prestigious 

rainforest.  So, maybe more enthusiastically than normal, we started the day with an early morning wake 
up call at 5:00 am.  The cold coffee served in the morning was disappointing, but this did not dampen our 
spirits and soon we were in the boat venturing into the heart of the Bornean rainforest.   

We went straight for the Menanggul channel, where a Common Iora welcomed us with its melodious 
singing at the entrance.  It was a peaceful and relaxing way to watch birds and animals lurking by the 
water or swinging through the trees.  There was a lot to look for, but perhaps the highlights included a 
pair of Black-and-red Broadbills busily attending their nest suspended on the branches above the water, 
an equally busy Pied Fantail putting the last touches to its new nest, a White-fronted Falconet tearing off 
pieces of its prey on the top of a tree, and a bundle of colours from Rufous-backed, Stork-billed and Blue-
eared Kingfishers.  Pigeons were particularly notable, with species such as Little Green-Pigeon, Pink-
necked Green-Pigeon and Green Imperial-Pigeon.  Other species included White-chested Babbler, 
Crimson Sunbird, Black-headed Bulbul, Yellow Bittern, Bushy-crested Hornbill, Rufous Piculet, Ashy 
Tailorbird, Diard’s Trogon and Black-and-yellow Broadbill.  A Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker and a 
Drongo Cuckoo were calling, but we couldn’t see them.  Plantain and Plain Pygmy Squirrels were also 
seen running along the branches, and grooming Long-tailed Macaques entertained us on the bank of the 
river.  

It was a very satisfying morning and so the breakfast was consumed with great spirit.    
To continue our good fortune, we gathered at 9:30 am again to undertake a boardwalk at the back of 

the lodge.  The walk took us via bushy forest and again birdwatching proved to be rather challenging, to 
say the least.  Diard’s Trogon, Black-capped Babbler and Ruddy Kingfisher were calling, but even with 
Hamit’s luring, we failed to see them.   However, as we progressed, Anne suddenly spotted a gorgeous 
Ruddy Kingfisher crossing our path!   

It took us a while to tune our eyes to the well camouflaged birds hidden amongst dense foliage, but 
soon we reached a viewing platform, where we were overwhelmed by bird activities.  Here, we had good 
views of a Buff-rumped Woodpecker, Ferruginous Babbler, Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, Dark-necked 
Tailorbird and Neil located a Black-naped Monarch for us.      

Further along, we tried to locate a calling Sooty-capped Babbler, but instead a Pygmy Squirrel 
emerged on the branch of a tree.  On the last leg of our walk, a Rufous-winged Philentoma was seen and, 
although a calling Striped Wren-Babbler and Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler were lured close by, they failed 
to show.   

Day 7 



 9

We finished just in time for lunch at 12:30 and then a most deserved rest followed.  Not everybody 
though was ready for a siesta and when Neil and Doug ventured again into to forest behind the lodge, 
Anne and Margaret mobilised a member of staff to give them an illustrated talk on Orang-utans.  

We met up again at 15:30 for a coffee and lovely banana fritters before embarking on an afternoon 
boat ride again.   

On the main channel, we came across a Slender-billed Crow, Whiskered Tern, Imperial Green-
Pigeon and Violet Cuckoo, but soon we entered the quieter Sukau River.  Here, there was also a Hooded 
Pitta’s territory and after luring it for a while, we finally had a glimpse of this small green pitta with a 
distinctive black head.  Our first pitta!  A male Black-naped Monarch also posed beautifully for us here. 

Back on the main channel, we had Drongo Cuckoo, Wrinkled and Rhinoceros Hornbills, Purple 
Heron, Lesser Adjutant, Blue-throated Bee-eater, White-bellied Sea Eagle and Brahminy Kite.  We had 
also some mammal sightings, including Proboscis Monkey and Long-tailed Macaques.   But, when we 
saw an Orang-utan’s nest that they build every day before retiring for the night, Margaret and Anne were 
under pressure to make appropriate comments.  After all, they both were equipped with all that 
interesting knowledge about Orang-utans’ behaviour and life style gained during the post-lunch talk back 
at the lodge.   

But, the highlight came a bit later; with the sun setting 
in the background, we came across two Rhinoceros 
Hornbills foraging in the trees. They were oblivious to our 
presence and allowed us to approach closely.  Cameras 
were clicking away when suddenly we witnessed a food 
pass between them.  Not even once, but twice!  To top this 
exciting event, almost as a request, three Wrinkled 
Hornbills flew above us to the nearby tress.  It all happened 
at the same time and even Doug was overwhelmed by the 
sudden activity and not knowing where to point his camera, 
he whispered: “Hornbill’s Hell!”    

On the way to the lodge, a White-breasted Waterhen was seen preening itself on a sandy shore and an 
Imperial Green-Pigeon, Oriental Pied Hornbill and Crested Serpent-Eagle flew across.  And, as we 
thought things can’t get any better, a small herd of Pygmy Elephants appeared foraging on the bank of the 
river.  Although partly obscured by tall vegetation, we had a satisfactory look at them.   

Dinner on the deck overlooking the river was again very special, particularly as Doug and Gordon 
put on a performance for us in their tartan sarongs (photo by Suzanne)!  There was no match for this pair!   

At 20:30 we met up yet again for a night boat ride.  As we were leaving the jetty, a Buffy Fish-Owl 
was spotted on a nearby tree.  The night ride was very tranquil and peaceful, and the reflections of the 
forest in the still water of the river added to a serene ambience.  
In the quiet surrounding, every call and movement was easy to 
pick up and we saw another Buffy Fish Owl, a Crocodile, a 
silhouette of the Lesser Mouse-Deer, three sleepy Blue-eared 
Kingfishers and a Stork-billed Kingfisher.  Hamit tried to lure a 
frogmouth for us, but to no avail.  Although an Oriental Bay 
Owl was responding well to the lure and was calling close by it 
was ever so slightly too deep in the forest for us to see it.  A 
distant Brown Wood Owl was also calling.     

 
We returned to the lodge at 22:00, ready to retire, after a very eventful and satisfying day with a total 

of 67 bird species seen. 
   

 
 
 
 
Thursday  12/03/15  

 
Another early morning wake up call, another toast and cold coffee and off we went on a boat ride 

upstream Kinabatangan River. 
 

Day 8 
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A ride along the main channel produced similar species to yesterday but also some new; we saw four 
Darters, a Bold-striped Tit-Babbler, Lesser Adjutant, Bushy-crested and Rhinoceros Hornbills, Yellow-
vented Bulbul, six Little Green-Pigeons and a Large Green-Pigeon amongst them.  High in the foliage of 
a distant tree, we could just make the silhouette of an Agile Gibbon doing some acrobatics.   

As we entered the Teheggang channel, a Crocodile was spotted on a 
bank of the river and Malaysian Blue Flycatcher posed for us.  The bird 
activity was high here and soon we were looking at a Stork-billed 
Kingfisher, Oriental Pied Hornbill, Yellow-bellied Bulbul, Lesser Fish-
Eagle (on the left), Crested Serpent-Eagle, Ashy Tailorbird and probably a 
highlight at this point, four Dusky Broadbills.   

Our birdwatching was “disrupted” by Long-tailed Macaques playing 
on the bank of the river, a Prevost’s Squirrel running along the branches 
and a Monitor Lizard lazing on the sand bank.   

Spotting two Storm’s Storks brought us back on track and soon we 
were looking at a Grey-headed Fish-Eagle, Olive-winged Bulbul, Olive-

backed Sunbird, Greater Coucal, White-breasted Waterhen, Blue-throated Bee-eater, Black Hornbill, 
Common Kingfisher, Green Imperial and Little Green-Pigeons.   

 

 
On the main channel on the way back, we were thrilled to see Crested Goshawk and three Orang-

utans, one of which was a pregnant mother.   
Breakfast followed and soon after, we embarked on another walk behind the lodge.  Birding was 

rather slow, but we managed to see Ferruginous Babbler and Black-naped Monarch well, but the 
highlights had to be an Orange-backed Woodpecker and the Draco Gliding Lizard.  Almost at the exit of 
the boardwalk we had a vigorous display of Long-tailed Macaques, jumping on the roof of the boardwalk 
and fighting with each other before finally cooling off and starting to forage for food.   

Soon it was time for lunch and the afternoon siesta followed. Doug though, went back to the 
boardwalk and managed to see and photograph a magnificent Wallace’s Hawk-eagle.    

At 14:40, we all gathered again for a coffee before proceeding to the jetty.  At the jetty, we had a 
lovely surprise: two old ladies from the near by village came to the lodge to teach the younger staff to 
play Kulintang music for the guests.  We were treated to this amazing sound of ancient instruments 
composed of a row of small, horizontally laid gongs and larger, suspended gongs.   

A short boat trip took us to a waiting minibus and 30 minutes later, we reached the Gomantong 
Caves.  There was even time for a walk along the road, where we saw a Pied Fantail, Crimson Sunbird, 
Buff-vented Bulbul, a magnificent Scarlet-rumped Trogon, Plaintive Cuckoo, Dusky Munia, and Olive-
winged Bulbul.   
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A boardwalk through a forest leading to the cave, produced splendid views of a Black-and-Crimson 
Pitta; A Red Leaf Monkey (Maroon Langur) put on a show for us as well.   

 
As we reached the Gomantong Caves, a couple of Wallace’s Hawk-eagle was spotted by Hamit high 

in the trees.  We entered this huge limestone cavern, home to 
seven species of bats and one million of four species of 
swiftlets (Mossy-nest, Black-nest, Edible-nest and Glossy 
Swiftlets).  We walked through the first cave along the 
boardwalk surrounded by an enormous pile of bats’ guano. The 
cave system is also home to a massive population of 
cockroaches, Long-legged Centipedes (Scutigero morphs) and 
scorpions, and we had to be careful not to step on them as we 
walked through the cave.   

 
As soon as Hamit pointed out to us that the bats started 

flying out of the caves, we rushed outside and witnessed an 
amazing spectacle:  two million Wrinkle-lipped Bats took to the air while being pursued by at least two 
Wallace’s Hawk-eagles, a Peregrine Falcon, a Blyth’s Hawk-eagle, a Bat Hawk and a couple of 
Brahminy Kites.  

 
 It was an incredible sight and we stood there and watched as the 

bats, in a coordinated stream, kept coming endlessly out of the cave in 
wavy movements trying to confuse hungry predators.   

 
We arrived back at the lodge in time for dinner and, later in the 

evening, we undertook another night boat ride along the Kinabatangan 
River.   The highlights included Asian Elephant, Otter-civet, Proboscis 
Monkey, a Crocodile and two owls, a Fish and an Oriental Bay.  A Flying 
Fox Bat flew silently above us as we drifted along the river.   

 
It was another eventful day with 67 species of birds recorded. 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday  13/03/15   
 
Routinely, after coffee/tea and toast at 5:45 am, we embarked 

on a boat cruise on this rather misty morning.   
 
As the mist started to lift gently, new shapes began to emerge.  

Hamit pointed to us a big male Orang-utan suspended on a tree and 
since visibility was rather poor, we could just make its contours.  
But, we anchored there for a while and admired this incredible 
beast.  Suzanne later voted this encounter her most memorable 
wildlife event of the trip.     

 
As we entered a familiar channel from our first day, the river 

became alive with birdlife.  A Common Sandpiper flew along the 
bank and a colourful Blue-eared Kingfisher dazzled in the first 
beams of the sun.  A Little Green Pigeon, a Storm’s Stork, 
followed by a couple of Black-and-red Broadbills, a Greater 
Coucal and a Pied Fantail all gave us stunning views, whereas a Crimson Sunbird performed for us 
effortlessly.  White-crowned Shama and Cream-vented Bulbul were also welcomed additions and a Pink-
rumped Trogon flew across the river, whereas a Red-naped Trogon was heard calling in the distance. 

Day 9 
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Other highlights included Proposcis Monkey and a Gibbon moving fast in the foliage of the trees.  A 

Rufous-backed Kingfisher attracted our attention for a while and soon we devoted a fair amount of time 
to an Oriental Darter which, first, posed for us on the tree in backlit light and then began to forage in the 
water.   

On the way back, we stopped to view again the male Orang-utan which still seem to be hanging 
about on the same tree.   Just before the camp, a Pied Hornbill posed for us well.  

After our breakfast at 8:05, there was just enough time to say good-bye to the wonderful staff of the 
lodge and at 9:00 am, we were all sitting in the boat ready for our next step of the tour.   

It was difficult to leave this friendly bunch of staff, and we knew that the particularly two lovely girls 
from the dining area, will be greatly missed.  As Doug rightly said, “Their smiles outshine the sun”.     

From the boat, we were transferred to the minibus and after 2.5 hours drive we arrived at a Chinese 
restaurant in Lahard Datu for lunch.   We had a real feast here, with delicious king prawns and duck 
dishes being undoubted highlights.   

A quick visit to the Borneo Lodge head office followed, and after filling some forms and collecting 
complementary aluminium water bottles, we were distributed to three comfortable land rovers.  Our 
journey to the heart of the Danum Valley began through a splendid landscape with hills of pristine 
rainforest.  En route, we stopped briefly to watch a Crested Serpent Eagle scoffing its newly caught prey, 
possibly a snake, and later, a Blyth’s Hawk Eagle, well camouflaged in the shrubs by the side of the road, 
posed for a quick view.     

We arrived to the lodge, one of the most delightful lodges in Asia, at around 16:00 and were quickly 
taken into the care of the welcoming staff.  Our luggage was distributed to the chalets and soon we were 
sitting on our verandas sipping complementary cold drinks and having our first encounters with the 
birdlife buzzing around the camp. 

At 19:00, we all gathered again to indulge in a delicious dinner.  It 
was a buffet-type dinner, with a great selection of salads, main courses 
and deserts from both Malay and Chinese cuisine, a variety of which 
simply astounded us.    

Soon after dinner, we embarked on a night walk with Paul, our 
guide for the next three days.  We visited the forest behind the lodge 
and a nearby pool, where the highlights included Long-legged 
Centipede, Black Centipede, a scorpion, two Brown Wood Owls, a File-
eared Tree Frog, a Harlequin Tree Frog, a spiny stick insect and a 
cricket.     

Hot and sweaty, we parted to our chalets an hour later, fully 
satisfied with the events of another splendid day.   

 
In summery: altogether, we saw 49 species of birds today, of which 

26 species were new.   
 
 
 
  

Saturday  14/03/15   
 
We should have got used to breakfast before down by now and although today we had our breakfast 

slightly later at 6:00 am, it still felt far too early for some of us.  The choices at the breakfast bar were 
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outstanding and the joyful breakfast was further reinforced by 
the sighting of our first Whiskered Treeswift, which perched on 
a tree in front of the dining area.     

By 6:40 am, wrapped up in the leech socks, we left the 
lodge and headed for the famous tree top canopy, birding along 
the way.  The forest was alive at this early hour and we quickly 
came face to face with a Striped Wren-Babbler and a Chestnut-
winged Babbler.  A Rufous-tailed Shama was also calling, but 
proved to be illusive.  Our excitement though reached a peak 
when Paul heard a Banded Pitta.  The bird reacted quickly to 
the lure and soon we were looking at a beautifully multi-
coloured bird.  This encounter was voted later as the best bird 
of the trip by some of us.  

An Asian Brown Flycatcher posed nicely a while later, as 
well as a Grey-cheeked and Hairy-backed Bulbuls and a 
diminutive Rufous Piculet.  However, for some, the bird of the 
trip was a gorgeous Asian Paradise Flycatcher showing off its 
long tail and contrasting dark head against the white body.   

The tree canopy overwhelmed us entirely - the robust 
structure, suspended 40 metres above the ground, allowed 
access to the most precious rainforest canopy and provided a 
magnificent view over the structure of the forest.  

 The viewing platforms gave us a chance to look for the birds and indeed we were not disappointed 
and saw quite well Rufus Piculet, Grey-cheeked and Hairy-backed Bulbuls, Lesser and Greater Green 
Leafbirds, Sooty-capped Babbler and a couple of Buff-rumped Woodpeckers chasing each other around.   
A Green Tree Lizard posed for us on the top of the tree to our amusement. 

As we waited for the truck to pick us up, a Giant Millipede appeared on the road and Bill, full of 
enthusiasm and determination, levelled with it on the ground to take the best picture possible.  We looked 
at him full of admiration (and disbelief!).  Our first and the only Oriental Honey Buzzard soared high in 
the sky. 

We were dropped close to the lodge and entered the Nature Trail, which led us to a viewing platform 
over the Danum River.  An Oriental Darter was roosting on the rocks here, but not seeig anything else, 
we pressed on.  Although the forest was rather quiet, there were a lot of other things that attracted our 
attention: tees with enormous buttress roots (developed in tallest trees to stabilise them and prevent them 

from falling over), Gnetum vines (primitive lianas), the precious Borneo 
Ebony trees, or the magnificent Shorea johorensis (a tree from the famous 
dipterocarp family, which was a major component of the virgin lowland 
rainforest that once covered the whole of Borneo).  Today, Danum Valley is 
one of the most important strongholds for this species.    

Some of us continued birdwatching around the lodge, where our 
attention was drawn to Little Spiderhunters, Blue-throated Bee-eaters, and 
new species such as Yellow-breasted, Plain Flowerpecker and Yellow-
rumped Flowerpeckers were found.  Doug was the luckiest of us all, having 
carried a Green Tree Lizard on his hat and not knowing about it!  When 
Gordon and I spotted it, Gordon pointed out to Doug: “Doug, you have this 
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thing on the top of your head”!  As the commotion around the lizard started, 
the creature made a speedy escape and landed on Gordon’s shoulder!  I have 
never seen Gordon jumping so high with fright!  Finally, it settled (lizard, not 
Gordon!) in the bushes and ended our hilarious laughter!  

While indulging in good food and undivided attention from our two 
lovely catering girls at lunch, Neil spotted a Lesser Fish Eagle perching by 
the river (photo by Bill).  

Post-lunch time was spent relaxing (at least for some of us), before we 
gathered again at 15:30.  We undertook a walk with Paul into the forest just 
outside the lodge and ended up on the Sapa loop trail.  

A Bushy-crested Hornbill and Red-leaf Monkey were our first encounters 
and absorbed us so much that we almost missed the most sought after bird 
species, the Bristlehead.  By the time we reached Paul who went ahead of us 
hearing a calling bird, the view of Bristlehead was somewhat distant across 

the river, but satisfying for some of us.  Not far from here, there was another rarity, the Chestnut-naped 
Forktail, but, unfortunately, only a few of us saw it.     

As we progressed further, we encountered a Bornean Blue Flycatcher, Chestnut-breasted Malkoa, 
Dusky Boradbill, Sooty-capped Babbler, and yet another Hairy-necked Bulbul, a Chestnut-naped Forktail 
(now a much better view) and a Buff-rumped Woodpecker.  Paul showed us an interesting Neesia fruit (a 
genus of eight species of Malvaceous trees confined to South East Asia), a massive woody fruit in which 
the seeds are imbedded in a mass of stringy hairs and eaten by Orang-utans.   

We returned to the lodge just before the heavy rain descended.  I was the last one trailing behind and 
was lucky to spot a flock of Crested Firebacks foraging on the lodge’s grounds. 

As soon as the rain stopped, bringing some freshness to the air, we embarked on a pre-dinner 
spotlighting drive.   The drive on a bumpy road was at first rather unproductive, and a part from the Buffy 
Fish-Owl calling and un successful Gould’s Frogmouth luring, there was not much happening.  Until that 
is, Paul spotted a Red Giant Flying Squirrel.  The squirrel was high up on the tree and as we watched it, it 
suddenly took a leap to a tree below and we saw it in full glory, with a gliding membrane spread out like 
an umbrella allowing a smooth glide.  It was so spectacular and unexpected that we all sighed with 
amazement as the squirrel descended through the air.  The sight of another squirrel, a Thomas’s Flying 
Squirrel followed, but the highlight came a bit later when Paul pointed out a “grey-and-brown blotch of 
something” clinging into a trunk of a very tall tree.  It turned out to be a Colugo or a Flying Lemur.  The 
Colugo is another bizarre creature of the rainforest here, with only one close relative, the Philippine 
Colugo, the two species making up their own Order, Dermoptera.  Apart from lifting its head a couple of 
times, it refused to show us its gliding skills, but the excitement of seeing it outweighed the poor view 
and for Gordon, this was the best mammal of the trip.    

We finished the night drive in time for scrumptious dinner and, after a quick inventory of the check-
list, we parted to our chalets.   

 
In summary: altogether, we saw 49 species of birds today, of which 16 species were new.   
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday  10/02/14    

 
We had a slightly earlier breakfast at 5:45 am to be ready for the truck drive at 

6:30 am.  By the time we finished breakfast, we had managed to see a Gold-striped 
Tit-Babbler, Rhinoceros Hornbill, Pied Fantail and House Swallow.  A Pygmy 
Squirrel showed well in front of the lodge.   

After being dropped off by the truck, a fair distance from the lodge, we 
undertook a slow walk along the main road, picking up anything that moved or 
called.   

The birdwatching started at a slow pace, but soon we enriched our bird list with 
new species, including a Greater Racket-tailed Drongo (it was only calling at first, 
but later we saw the female), Thick-billed Green-Pigeon, Brown Shrike (which 
caused a bit of controversy), Lesser Cuckooshrike, a pair of Rafflese’s Malkoha, 
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Brown-backed Needletail, Bronzed Drongo, Brown Fulvetta and later in a day, a Chestnut-neckleced 
Partridge.  The latter was well camouflaged between branches and leaves and required a lot of patience 
and perseverance on Paul’s behalf, but eventually, the most patient of us were rewarded with a good view 
as it walked on the forest floor.   More familiar species included Malaysian Brown Flycatcher, Red-eyed 
and Olive-winged Bulbuls, Crimson and Plain Sunbirds, Green Imperial Pigeon, Black-and-yellow 
Broadbill, Dusky Broadbill, Short-tailed Babbler, Black-capped Babbler, Red-eyed Bulbul, (heard before 
but not seen), Dark-throated Oriole, Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker and another Rhinoceros Hornbill.    
  As we walked suddenly, the most peculiar and loud call echoed across the canopy and Paul walked 
back trying to identify the source of the noise.  As it turned out, it was a Grey Leaf Monkey calling, a call 
Paul had never heard before – even for most experienced, there is always a first time! 
 We eventually reached a canopy walk, where we waited for a truck to pick us up.   
 Back at the lodge some of us took a walk around the forest and managed to see White-crowned Shama, 
male and female Red-naped Trogon, two Buff-necked Woodpeckers, a Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker, 
Bold-striped Tit-Babbler and a new Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher. 
  Lunch followed at 12:00 with a wonderful selection of hot and cold dishes, salads and deserts.  
Today, a Jack-fruit caused some consternation and received our undivided attention.   
  After lunch, we indulged in our own activities, including siesta, which lasted until 15:30, when we 
resumed a walk along the “Coffin Cliff” trail.   
 

  
 Finally, our first Tiger Leech was found here!  En route, a beautifully adorned Scarlet-rumped Trogon 
stole the show and peculiar looking small termites’ nests attracted our attention for a while.   Some of us 
walked down the cliff to have a better view of the Jacuzzi pool and a small waterfall, but soon we were 
on our way back.  On the suspension bridge, we all finally had a good view (although a bit wobbly!) of a 
few Bristleheads flittering in the top of the canopy of the trees in the distance.  As we were leaving the 
forest, a male Scarlet-chested Trogon posed for us and a White-chested and Horsefield’s Babblers 
showed off as well. 
  Some of us continued birdwatching around the lodge premises and we all managed to get good view 
of the Crested Firebacks, which had eluded us for the past 24 hours.  Blue-throated Bee-eaters have a 
colony by the river, and we had good views of these agile birds at all time.       
  Our last dinner was spent in pure indulgence and reminiscence about the tour.   

 
It was a productive day today and 16 new species were added to the list, with a total number reaching 

230 species.    
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 11/02/14   
 
We had a leisurely breakfast at 7:00 am today, but some of us ventured into the lodge grounds earlier 

and encountered a number of nocturnal insects still lazing about and warming up in the first beams of the 
sun.   
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Lyssa menoetius (moth)  Goat Moth Xyleutes strix  Triangular Striped Moth 
              Chalciope mygdon 
 
 A Little Egret and Lesser Fish Eagle were patrolling the stream in front of the lodge and the usual 

suspects (spiderhunters, flowerpeckers and sunbirds) were foraging in the nearby bushes.   
 

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker      Whiskered Treeswift   Little Spiderhunter 
       
Free time continued after breakfast and while some of us carried on with photography around the 

lodge, others took a more leisurely pace and relaxed on the patios of our chalets and packed.   
 
Our minibuses arrived on time and after saying good-bye to Paul and the friendly staff, we departed 

for Lahard Datu.  En route, we stopped twice, by Margaret’s orders, to take landscape shots of this 
unique forest - the only birds noted was a flock of chestnut-breasted Munia.  

 
We arrived on time at a familiar restaurant, where we had a relaxing Chinese-style lunch.   Gordon 

though had his moment, which made us all laugh again.   A young waiter was watching our table, giving 
the impression (but only to Gordon!) that he was waiting for an appropriate moment to clear the dirty 
dishes from the table.  Kind Gordon, trying to save the waiter a long wait, pointed pile of dishes in the 
middle of the table and said that it was ok to take them now.  The waiter picked up one dish and 
disappeared with it only to come back to the table a few minutes later with a doggy bag for Gordon!  

 
We turned up at the airport two hours before the flight and had some time to spare.  After sorting out 

the confusion with our check-in luggage, we finally boarded the plane to Kota Kinabalu and onwards to 
Kuala Lumpur and Dubai.  All went well, with no delays or nasty surprises and at Dubai we parted, with 
Suzanne, Neil and myself heading for Glasgow and the rest of the group for Newcastle. 

 
Reminiscing: 
 
  It was a lovely introduction tour to Borneo’s birds and wildlife and I thank you for your 

enthusiasm and lovely company.  There were a lot of highlights, but perhaps overall memories of Borneo 
that we will take home with us are the astonishing variety of wildlife, scenic landscape, stunning trees, 
friendly people, delicious food, good guides and continuous perspiration!   



5/3 6/3 7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 13/3 14/3 15/3 16/3
Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo

1 Red-breasted Partridge x H
2 Chestnut-necklaced Partridge x
3 Crested Fireback x x
4 Wandering Whistling Duck x
5 Storm's Stork x x x
6 Lesser Adjutant x x
7 Yellow Bittern x x
8 Little Heron/Striated Heron x
9 Rufous Night Heron x

10 Javan Pond Heron x
11 Eastern Cattle Egret x x x x x
12 Grey Heron x
13 Great-billed Heron x
14 Purple Heron x x x
15 Eastern Great Egret x x x x x x x
16 Intermediate Egret x
17 Little Egret x x x x x
18 Oriental Darter x x x x x
19 White-fronted Falconet x x
20 Peregrine Falcon x
21 Oriental Honey Buzzard x
22 Black-shouldered Kite x
23 Bat Hawk x x
24 Brahminy Kite x x x x x
25 White-bellied Sea Eagle x
26 Lesser Fish Eagle x x
27 Grey-headed Fish Eagle x
28 Crested Serpent Eagle x x x x x
29 Crested Goshawk x x
30 Black Eagle x
31 Blyth's Hawk Eagle x x
32 Wallace's Hawk Eagle x
33 Buff-banded Rail x
34 Common Moorhen x
35 White-breasted Waterhen x x x
36 Pacific Golden Plover x
37 Little Ringed Plover x
38 Pintail/Swinhoe’s Snipe x
39 Marsh Sandpiper x
40 Common Greenshank x
41 Wood Sandpiper x
42 Common Sandpiper x x x x x
43 Long-toed Stint x
44 Oriental Pratincole x
45 Whiskered Tern x x x x
46 Rock Dove x x
47 Little Cuckoo-Dove x x
48 Spotted Dove x x x
49 Zebra Dove x x x x x
50 Little Green Pigeon x x x x
51 Pink-necked Green Pigeon x x
52 Thick-billed Green Pigeon x
53 Large Green Pigeon x
54 Green Imperial Pigeon x x x x x
55 Mountain Imperial Pigeon x
56 Indian Cuckoo H H x
57 Banded Bay Cuckoo x

Bird species 

Birds recorded on the trip (230) 
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5/3 6/3 7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 13/3 14/3 15/3 16/3
Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo

58 Plaintive Cuckoo x
59 Violet Cuckoo x
60 Asian Drongo Cuckoo x
61 Chestnut-bellied Malkoha x
62 Raffles's Malkoha x x
63 Chestnut-breasted Malkoha
64 Greater Coucal x x
65 Lesser Coucal x
66 Oriental Bay Owl x x
67 Reddish Scops Owl x x ?
68 Barred Eagle Owl H
69 Buffy Fish Owl x x
70 Brown Wood Owl H H x
71 Blyth's Frogmouth H
72 Glossy Swiftlet x x x x x x x x x x
73 Bornean Swiftlet x x x
74 Mossy-nest Swiftlet x
75 Edible-nest Swiftlet x
76 Silver-rumped Needletail x
77 Brown-backed Needletail x
78 House Swift x
79 Whiskered Treeswift x x
80 Red-naped Trogon x x
81 Diard's Trogon x
82 Scarlet-rumped Trogon x x x
83 Dollarbird x x
84 Stork-billed Kingfisher x x x x x
85 Ruddy Kingfisher x
86 Collared Kingfisher x x
87 Rufous-backed Kingfisher x x
88 Blue-eared Kingfisher x x x
89 Common Kingfisher x x
90 Blue-throated Bee-eater x x x x x
91 Bushy-crested Hornbill x x x
92 Oriental Pied Hornbill x x x x x
93 Black Hornbill x x x x
94 Rhinoceros Hornbill x x x x
95 Wrinkled Hornbill x x x
96 Wreathed Hornbill x
97 Mountain Barbet x
98 Golden-naped Barbet x H
99 Blue-eared Barbet x H

100 Bornean Barbet H
101 Rufous Piculet x x
102 White-bellied Woodpecker x
103 Checker-throated Woodpecker x x
104 Crimson-winged Woodpecker x
105 Orange-backed Woodpecker x
106 Buff-rumped Woodpecker x x x
107 Buff-necked Woodpecker x
108 Long-tailed Broadbill x
109 Dusky Broadbill x x x
110 Black-and-red Broadbill x x x x
111 Banded Broadbill x
112 Black-and-yellow Broadbill x x x
113 Hooded Pitta x

Bird species 

Continued… 
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5/3 6/3 7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 13/3 14/3 15/3 16/3
Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo

114 Black-and-crimson Pitta x
115 Bornean Banded Pitta x
116 Lesser Cuckooshrike x
117 Grey-chinned Minivet x x
118 Dark-throated Oriole x x
119 Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike x
120 Rufous-winged Philentoma x x
121 Maroon-breasted Philentoma x
122 White-breasted Woodswallow x x x
123 Common Iora x x x
124 Green Iora x
125 Pied Fantail x x x x x x
126 White-throated Fantail x
127 Black-naped Monarch x x
128 Asian Paradise Flycatcher x x
129 Ashy (Sunda) Drongo x x x
130 Bronzed Drongo x
131 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo x
132 Hair-crested Drongo x
133 Slender-billed Crow x x x x x
134 House Crow x
135 Bornean Green Magpie x
136 Bornean Treepie x
137 Bornean Bristlehead x x
138 Brown Shrike x
139 Long-tailed Shrike x x
140 Plain Sunbird x
141 Red-throated Sunbird x
142 Ruby-cheeked Sunbird x x
143 Olive-backed Sunbird x x x x x
144 Crimson Sunbird x x x x x x
145 Temminck's Sunbird x
146 Purple-naped Sunbird x
147 Little Spiderhunter x x x
148 Thick-billed Spiderhunter x x
149 Whitehead's Spiderhunter x
150 Thick-billed Flowerpecker x
151 Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker x x
152 Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker x x
153 Orange-bellied Flowerpecker x
154 Yellow-vented Flowerpecker x
155 Plain Flowerpecker x
156 Black-sided Flowerpecker x
157 Greater Green Leafbird x
158 Lesser Green Leafbird x x
159 Asian Fairy Bluebird x x
160 Dusky Munia x x x x x
161 Scaly-breasted Munia x
162 Chestnut (Black-headed) Munia x x x
163 Eurasian Tree Sparrow x x x x x x
164 Grey Wagtail x x x x
165 Eastern Yellow Wagtail x
166 Crested Myna x
167 Javan Myna x x
168 Common Myna x x x
169 Common Hill Myna x
170 Asian Glossy Starling x x x x x
171 Eyebrowed Thrush
172 Bornean Whistling Thrush x x

Bird species 

Continued… 
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  Continued… 
 
 
 5/3 6/3 7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 13/3 14/3 15/3 16/3

Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo
173 White-browed Shortwing x
174 Oriental Magpie Robin x x x x x
175 White-crowned Shama x x x x x
176 Rufous-tailed Shama H
177 Chestnut-naped Forktail x
178 Bornean Forktail x
179 Pale Blue Flycatcher x
180 Malaysian Blue Flycatcher x x
181 Bornean Blue Flycatcher x
182 Blue-and-white Flycatcher x
183 Snowy-browed Flycatcher x
184 Mugimaki Flycatcher x x
185 Asian Brown Flycatcher x x x x
186 Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher x
187 Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher x
188 Black-headed Bulbul x x
189 Pale-faced Bulbul x x x
190 Yellow-vented Bulbul x x x x x x
191 Yellow-winged Bulbul x x
192 Cream-vented Bulbul x x x
193 Red-eyed Bulbul x x
194 Spectacled Bulbul x
195 Buff-vented Bulbul x x
196 Hairy-backed Bulbul x
197 Yellow-bellied Bulbul x x x
198 Grey-cheeked Bulbul x x
199 Ochraceous Bulbul x x x
200 Streaked Bulbul x x
201 Barn Swallow (H.r. gutturalis) x x x x x x
202 Pacific (House) Swallow x x x x x
203 Mountain Tailorbird x
204 Dark-necked Tailorbird x
205 Bornean Stubtail H
206 Sunda Bush Warbler x x
207 Yellow-breasted Warbler x
208 Mountain Leaf Warbler x
209 Brown Fulvetta x x
210 Chestnut-crested Yuhina x x x x
211 Black-capped White-eye x
212 Mountain Black-eye x
213 Grey-headed Babbler x
214 Grey-throated Babbler x
215 Chestnut-winged Babbler H
216 Chestnut-rumped Babbler x
217 Bold-striped Tit-Babbler x x
218 Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler x
219 Black-capped Babbler H x
220 Sooty-capped Babbler H x x
221 White-chested Babbler x x
222 Ferruginous Babbler x x
223 Horsfield's Babbler x
224 Short-tailed Babbler x
225 Striped Wren-Babbler x x x
226 Sunda Laughingthrush x x
227 Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush x x x
228 Striated Grassbird x x
229 Ashy Tailobird H x
230 Rufous-tailed Tailobird x x x x

Bird species 
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Latin name English name 1 2 3 4
1 Long-legged Centipede Scutigera coleoptrata x x
2 Giant Cave Centipede Thereuopoda sp x
3 Black Scorpion eterometrus longimanus x
4 American Cockroach Periplaneta americana x
5 Bush Cricket Gryllacrididae sp x
6 Pill Millipede Glomeris marginata x x
7 Flat Backed Millipede Polydesmida sp x
8 Hunting Centipede Scolopendra multidens x
9 Three-horned Rhinoceros Beetle Chalcosoma moellenkampi x x

10 Spiny stick insect Haaniella echinata x
11 Brown Leech Haemadipsa picta x
12 Cicada sp x
13 Carpenter Bee x
14 Termite A nest of Dicuspiditermes sp. x
15 Praying/Moss Mantis Mantodea sp
16 Harvestman spider x
17 Spiny-backed Orbweaver Spider Gasteracantha  sp x

                                            Other wildlife seen on the trip 
       

1- Kinabalu area, including Mesilau park and Poring Spring 
2- Sepilok 
3- Sukau 
4- Danum Valley 
 
Endemic species in bold  

 
Mammals 
 
 

  Engish name Latin name 1 2 3 4 
1 Large Treeshrew Tupaia tana     x   
2 Wrinkle-lipped Bat  Tadarida plicata     x   
3 Large Flying Fox  Pteropus vampyrus     x   
4 Pipistrelle bat Pipistrellus sp.        x 
5 Colugo/Flying Lemur Cynocephalus variegatus       x 
6 Maroon Langur/Red Leaf Monkey Presbytis rubicunda       x 
7 Horse's Langur/Grey Leaf Monkey Presbytis hosei       x 
8 Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus     x   
9 Long-tailed/Crab-eating Macaque Macaca fascicularis     x   
10 Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca nemestrina   x     
11 Bornean Gibbon Hylobates muelleri     x   
12 Bornean Orang-utan Pongo pygmaeus   x x   
13 Giant Squirrel  Ratufa affinis sandakanensis   x     
14 Prevost's Squirrel Callosciurus prevostii pluto   x x x 
15 Bornean Black-banded Squirrel Callosciurus orestes x       
16 Jentink's Squirrel Sundasciurus jentinki x       
17 Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis x     x 
18 Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista   x   x 
19 Thomas's Flying Squirrel Aeronys thomasi       x 
20 Rat Rattus sp.       x 
21 Otter-civet Cynogale bennettii     x   
22 Asian [Pygmy] Elephant Elephas maximus       x 
23 Greater Mouse-deer  Tragulus napu     x   

 
 

Insects, worms and spiders 
      
Just a few mentioned here 
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  Reptiles and amphibians 
 
 

  Latin name English name  1 2 3 4 
1 Estuarian Crocodile Crocodylus porosus     x   
2 Malayan Water Monitor Varanus salvator x   x   
3 Rough-necked Monitor Lizard  Varanus rudicollis     x   

4 
Green Tree/Crested Green 
Lizard  Bronchocela cristatella      x x 

5 Black-bearded Flying Dragon Draco melanopogon     x   
6 Bornean Forest Dragon  Gonocephalus bornensis       x 
7 Flat-tailed House Gecko Cosymbotus platyurus     x x 
8 Striped Tree Skink Apterygodon vittatum     x   
9 Blue-throated Litter Skink Sphenomorphus cyanolaemus     x   

10 Rough-scale Brown Skink Eutropis rudis      x   
11 Wagler's Pit Viper  Tropidolaemus wagleri      x   
12 Asian Sunbeam Snake Xenopeltis unicolor     x   
13 Harlequin Tree Frog Rhacophorus pardalis     x x 
14 File-eared Tree Frog Polypedates otilophus       x 

 

 
 

 Dragonflies and damselflies  
               by Neil 

 
 

 
Female (above) and male (below) of the 

Neurothermis fluctuans 
 

Poring Hot Spring 
 

  Latin name Location  
1 Agriocnemis femina Danum Valley 
2 Agrionoptera insignis Danum Valley 
3 Brachydiplax chalbea Widespread  
4 Cergarion bellona Danum Valley 
5 Cratilla lineata* Danum Valley 
6 Diplaacodes trivialis Danum Valley 
7 Gynacantha basigulla Sukau 
8 Ictinogomphus decoratus Sepilok 
9 Indaeschna grubaueri Danum Valley 

10 Lestes praemorsus Danum Valley 
11 Neurothermis fluctuans Widespread  
12 Neuthermis terminata Danum Valley 
13 Neuobasis longipes Danum Valley 
14 Neurothermis contaminata Danum Valley 
15 Ortetrum sabina Widespread  
16 Orthetrum chrysis Widespread  
17 Orthetrum testaceum Widespread  
18 Pradasinuria dorslis Danum Valley 
19 Rhyothermis phyllis Sepilok 
20 Rhyothermis pygmaea Danum Valley 
21 Rhyothermis triangularis Sepilok 
22 Teiobasis rajah* Sepilok 
23 Tetrathermis irregulars Sepilok 
24 Triobata torrida Danum Valley 
25 Trithemis aurora** Kinabalu  
26 Urothermis signata Sepilok 
27 Vestalis amaryllis Poring Hot Spring  
28 Vestalis anacolsa Danum Valley 
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                   Butterflies and moths 
  
Mainly by Neil with some additions from me 
* asterisk indicates a moth species 
 

1 Abisara geza niya Spotted Judy 
2 Ambulyx sp.* Hawk Moth 
3 Appias albina albina Common Albatross 
4 Appias indra plana Plain Puffin 
5 Arhopala anella Aberrant Oakblue 
6 Arhopala hypomuta hypomuta  
7 Arnetta verones* Sumatran Bob 
8 Atrophaneura neptunus neptunus Yellow Club-tail 
9 Catopsilia pomona pomona Common Emigrant 

10 Celastrina ceyx tanarata  
11 Celastrina limbata isabella Hedge Blue 
12 Chalciope mygdon* Triangular Striped Moth 
13 Chersonesia intermedia intermedia The Intermediate Maplet  
14 Cyana perornata*  
15 Cyrestis maenalis martini  
16 Danaus chrysippus alcippoides Plain Tiger 
18 Euploea sylvester harris Double-branded crow 
19 Euthalia agnis paupera  
20 Euthalia canenscens pardalina Yellow Archduke 
21 Euthalia monina monina Powdered Baron 
22 Graphium sarpedon luctatius Common Bluebottle 
23 Graphium agamenon agamemnon Tailed Jay 

24 Idea hypermnestra linteata Tree Nymph Butterfly 
25 Idea lynceus lynceus Tree Nymph Butterfly 
26 Eurema ada iona Grass Yellow 
27 Jamides alecto agelades Metallic Caerulean 
28 Mycalesis fuscum fuscum Malayan Bush Brown 
29 Notocrypta clavata clavata Banded Demon 
30 Lethe sp. Treebrown/woodbrown/ forester 
31 Lyssa menoetius*  
32 Papilio iswara iswara Great Helen 
33 Papilio memnon agenor Great Mormon 
34 Papilio nephelus sumatus Black and White Helen 
35 Papilio prexaspers prexaspers Blue Helen 
36 Parthenos sylvia lilacinus Clipper 
37 Precis almana javana Peacock Pansy 
38 Precis atilites atilites Grey Pansy 
39 Precis hedonia ida Brown Pansy 
40 Ragadia makuta siponta Malayan Ringlet 
41 Tanaecia iapis puseda Horsfield's Baron 
42 Taractrocera ziclea zenia Ziclea Plotz 
43 Troides helena cerebrus Common Birdwing 
44 Vagrans egista macromalayana Vagrant 
45 Vindula dejone erotoides  Cruiser 
46 Xyleutes strix* Goat Moth 

Papilio iswara iswara            Tanaecia iapis puseda             Graphium agamenon agamemnon  
                   Great Helen     Horsfield's Baron           Green-spotted Triangle 
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           Plants seen on the trip 
by Gordon and Bill 

 
1 Adinandr acollina A rainforest broadleaved tree 
2 Agathis kinabaluensis A conifer native to Borneo 
3 Allamanda cathartica Golden Trumpet shrub 
4 Alocasia macrorhiza Elephant Ear Yam 
5 Alpinia havilandii A species of ginger 
6 Aquilaria becoariana Native of SE Asia; threatened; produces incense 
7 Araucaria angustifolia Parana Pine 
8 Araucaria columnaaris Cook Pine 
9 Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk Island Pine 

10 Areca catechu Betel Nut Palm. Nut chewed like tobacco 
11 Artocarpus odoratissimus Similar to Breadfruit and Jackfruit 
12 Asplenium nidus Bird’s Nest Fern. An epiphyte native to SE Asia etc 
13 Bambusa vulgaris Bamboo 
14 Barringtonia ashtonii Tree endemic to Borneo 
15 Bauhinia sp. Orchid Tree 
16 Bougainvillea glabra Bougainvillea 
17 Bridelia insulans Bridelias yield numerous medicines 
18 Butea monosperma Flame of the Forest 
19 Caesalpina pulcherrima Peacock Flower shrub 
20 Calamus sp. Rattan 
21 Calliandrae marginata Powderpuff Plant with feathery, red flowers 
22 Callistemon lanceolata Crimson Bottlebrush shrub 
23 Canna sp. Canna 
24 Carica papaya Papaya or Pawpaw 
25 Casuarina nobillis Seen in the Rafflesia Cetre 
26 Ceiba pentandra Kapok Tree 
27 Citrofortunella microcarpa Acid or Calamondin Orange 
28 Clerodendrum paniculatum Pagoda Flower 
29 Cocos nucifera Coconut Tree 
30 Colocasiaesculenta Related to Elephant Ear Yam 
31 Costus speciosus Crepe Ginger 
32 Couroupita guiannsis Cannonball Tree 
33 Crinum asiaticum Spider Lily 
34 Cryptocaria griffithiana A rainforest broadleaved tree 
35 Cunninghamia lanceolata Chinese Pine 
36 Cyathea latebrosa Tree Fern 
37 Cyperus papyrus Papyrus 
38 Dacridium beccari KayuEbun. A conifer 
39 Dacridium gracile A coifer 
40 Datura (Brugmansia) suaveolens Angel’s Trumpet 
41 Delonix regia Flamboyant Tree 
42 Dillenia excelsa Dillenia.  All around the boardwalk in Danum Valley 
43 Diospylosma crophylla A rainforest broadleaved tree 
44 Dipterocarpus applanatus A rainforest broadleaved tree 
45 Dryobalanops lanceolata A rainforest broadleaved tree. Endemic to Borneo 
46 Duranta erecta Golden Dewdrop shrub 
47 Durio zibethinus Produces the ‘king of fruits’. Smell pleasant to stinking 
48 Dyospyros sp. Ebony 
49 Elaeis guineensis African Oil Palm 
50 Etlingera (Nicolaia) elatior Torch Ginger 
51 Eugenia cerasiformis A rainforest broadleaved tree 
52 Eugenia caudatilimbum A rainforest broadleaved tree 
53 Eusideroxylon zwageri Native to Indonesia. Heaviest wood in the world 
54 Fius sp. Fig Trees 
55 Galinsago sp. Gallant Soldier 
56 Gluta sabahana Flower endemic to Borneo 
57 Gordonia excelsa My tree!  A rainforest broadleaved tree 
58 Gymnacranthera forbesii A nutmeg tree. Endangered 
59 Heliconia bihai Heliconia with upright flower spikes 
60 Heloconia rostrata Lobster Claw with pendulous flower spikes 
61 Heveabra siliensis Rubber Tree 
62 Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Chinese Hibiscus. National flower of Malaysia 
63 Impatiens kinabaluensis Pink flower with 5 petals, bottom petal 3- lobed 
64 Ipomaea purpurea Common Morning Glory 
65 Ixora javanica Jungle Geranium 
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66 Koompassia excelsa Giant Honey Bees; huge combs high in the canopy 
67 Lansium prasiticum Langsat 
68 Lantana camera Big Sage 
69 Lobaria pulmonaria A Lichen 
70 Lycopodium clavatum Stag’s-horn Clubmoss 
71 Macaranga pearsonii Related to Magnolia 
72 Mangifer indica Mango 
73 Mangifer minor A species of mango 
74 Mesua ferrea Ironwood 
75 Manihot esculenta Cassava or Tapioca Plant 
76 Medinilla speciosa  Showy Asian Grape 
77 Melastoma malabathricum A Rhododendron 
78 Musa beccarii A wild banana found in Sabah. Red flowers 
79 Musa balbisiana A wild banana 
80 Musa x paradisiaca Cultuvated Banana 
81 Nelumbo nucifra Lotus 
82 Neolamarckia cadamba Native to S Asia 
83 Nephentes burbidgeae Endemic to Borneo 
84 Nephentes rajah Endemic to Borneo 
85 Nephentes tentaculata Endemic to Borneo 
86 Nypa fruticans Nypa Palm 
87 Oryza sativa Rice 
88 Pandanus sp. Screwpine Tree 
89 Parashorea melaanonan Philippine Mahogany 
90 Pinus engelmannii Apache Pine 
91 Platycerum sp. Stag’s-horn Fern 
92 Plumbagoa uriculata Cape Leadwort 
93 Plumeria sp. Frangipani 
94 Podochilus sp. The genus of the smallest orchids in the world.  Kalimantan 
95 Poinsettia pulcherima Growing as a shrub 
96 Prainea limpata A rainforest broadleaved tree 
97 Pterospermum elongatum A rainforest broadleaved tree 
98 Rafflesia kiethii Flower up to 1m diameter 
99 Rafflesia pricei Grows on vinesTetrastigma sp 

100 Ravenala madagascariensis Traveller’s Palm 
101 Ricinus communis Castor Oil Plant. Absolutely poisonous 
102 Theobroma cacao Cocoa Tree. 
103 Sambucus nigra Common Elder 
104 Scaphium longipetiolatum A rainforest broadleaved tree 
105 Shorea johorensis Tallest specimen 82.4m high. A broadleaved tree 
106 Shorea parviflora A rainforest broadleaved tree 
107 Shorea smithiana Light Red Meranti - endemic to Borneo 
108 Shorea xanthophylla Tree endemic to Borneo 
109 Spathodea campanulata African Tulip Tree. Introduced to Malaysia 
110 Toona sureni Indonesian Mahogany 
111 Usnea rubicunda A Lichen 
112 Zingiber zerumbet Shampoo Ginger 
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